ACTIVITIES PACKAGE:
THE ROAD TO WAR

LEARNING GOALS:

@ To understand the failure of appeasement.

@ To understand the early developments in the war.
@ To empathize with those who lived under Nazi rule.
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WORLD WAR TWO Unit: Date:

ACTIVITIES PACKAGE: THE ROAD TO WAR

Once Hitler gained power in Germany he began to prepare for war. He violated the Treaty of
Versailles, annexed various countries and created a formidable military. The Allies stood and
watched with the hope that another war would not start.

Using your text, or the internet, identify the series of
events that led to the start of WW II.

Activity 1: Road to War

1933 1935 September
I 1938
Hitler . - -
Appointed - — ~ "
Chancellor
October 1938 March 1939 August 1939 September 1, September 3,
1939 1939
- Alliance with |, L > > N
Italy

1. The Allies pursued a policy of appeasement towards Hitler in the 1930s. Define this policy.
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THE ROAD TO WAR

ACTIVITIES PACKAGE:

Activity 2: Europe 1939

Using your text, or the inter-

The map of Europe below details what Europe looked like
prior to the war. Complete each of the tasks listed.

net, shade the following
Alliances in 2 different colors.

Allies

o Britain, France,
Czechoslovakia, Greece,
Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Russia, Belgium,
Yugoslavia

. Not on map— Canada,
USA

. Bulgaria, Finland,
Germany,
Albania, Hungary, Italy,
Romania, Austria

. Not on map— Japan,
Finland

Neutral Nations (do not colour)

. Spain, Switzerland,
Sweden, Ireland

Legend

D Allies
D Axis Powers

Europe Pre

Hitler
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ACTIVITIES PACKAGE: THE ROAD TO WAR

Follow along with the lecture, “The War Begins,”
and take the appropriate summary notes below.

Activity 3: War Begins

1) The Allies Mobilize 8) The End of the Beginning

5

Hitler will send

no warning -

50 always carry
your gos mask

2) The “Phoney war” nce

7) The Occupation of Fra

3) Blitzkrieg 6) The Defense of France

4) The Spring of 1940

5) The Miracle at Dunkirk
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WORLD WAR TWO

ACTIVITIES PACKAGE: THE ROAD TO WAR

Activity 4. Map Study

This map study will give you a visual understanding of the
events that transpired from 1939 to 1941.

Instructions

Login Information . Using the login information to the left click on
the section, “World War II: 1939—1945.”
2 . . Watch the following animated maps and an-
Website: the-map-as-history.com swer the questions below:
Username: —  War in Europe 1939 to 1941
Password: —  The Blitzkrieg
=  The Battle of Britain July—November

1940

Animated Map: War in Europe 1939—1940

1. After watching the animated map place the following events in the correct order below:
Germany Invades France Poland Surrenders
Invasion of Belgium and Netherlands Germany Occupies Yugoslavia, Greece and
Parts of North Africa
Invasion of Poland Germans and Soviets Divide up Poland
France and Britain Declare War on Germany Armistice with France
2.  Onthe map to the right, shade in

the territorial gains Germany made

in Europe by June of 1940.

German Gains June 1940
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WORLD WAR TWO

ACTIVITIES PACKAGE: THE ROAD TO WAR

Animated Map: The Blitzkrieq

1. Define Blitzkrieg. What made it so successful?

2.  How long did it take for Germany to conquer the following countries with Blitzkrieg tactics?

Country Weeks taken to Conquer

Poland

Netherlands

Belgium

France

Yugoslavia and Greece

Animated Map: The Battle of Britain July—November 1940

3.  After watching the animated map fill in the blanks below:

By Hitler hand taken control of most of Europe. He initially attempted to convince

Great Britain to sign a . When the British Prime Minister

refused, Hitler decided to launch his next plan known as Operation

, with the intent of invading Britain. After conquering much of Europe, Hitler

was able to set up in Western France, Norway and Denmark making it easier for
bombers to attack Britain. Initially, German planes targeted . When this
failed the German air force, known as the , focussed on destroying the British

air force. Despite heavy losses, the British Air Force remained intact. Disappointed, Hitler decided

to launch heavy bombing raids against major English . The major city of

was subjected to weeks of nightly bombing raids along with other important cities.

This became known as the “ " One English city, , was completely

leveled. Despite much destruction and death the British held off the Germans and Hitler instead

chose to focus on invading in the summer of 1941.
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WORLD WAR TWO

ACTIVITIES PACKAGE: THE ROAD TO WAR

Analyze each of the following pictures and use a

Activity 5: Occupation descriptive word to describe its contents.
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