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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

Throughout this Canadian History course you have studied many important events and evaluated 
the contribution of significant individuals.  However, history is more that just facts.  These facts 
create context to further evaluate who people are at their core and also the world that we live in.  
This activity is intended to help students focus on the central themes and truths covered through-
out the course.   

Throughout the course you completed many activity packages.  Each of these 
packages covered a variety of different themes.  What is a theme?   
 

A theme is a central topic that can be derived from an event or development.   
 
For example, there are several themes that can be highlighted after reviewing  
the package, “The Steps to War.”   
 

The Steps to War were a time of developing conflict, aggression and brutal warfare.   
 
When war started in 1914 there was no surprise.  This had been a developing conflict for years.  
In fact, many alliances had been developed over twenty years prior and the arms race between 
competing nations only furthered distrust.  The initial aggression took place during the summer of 
1914 when Archduke of Austria-Hungary was assassinated.  Aggression continued with German 
invasion of France and Russia.  The hope for a quick victory faded as both sides dug into trench-
es attempting to evade machine gun fire and artillery.  This brutal warfare would go on for over 
four years and claim millions of lives.    

Carefully read the description of course themes below. Course Themes 

Carefully read the description of course themes below. Course Truths 

In addition to themes, each of the activity packages also contain many relevant truths.  In the con-
text of this history course, a truth is defined as:  
 

A statement about the human condition or our world that is confirmed by evidence from the 
course.  This truth applies to both the past and the present and can be positive or negative. 

 
For example, when studying the First World War, the following truth can be derived:  
 

Humans are capable of doing incredibly horrible things to one another.     
 
The First World War was revolutionary in many ways including technology in warfare.  Both sides 
were eager to find more effective ways to kill each other on mass scale (eg. Machine guns, artil-
lery, gas warfare etc.).  Warfare has continued to advance throughout history.  Today, chemical 
warfare is employed with devastating consequences.  In both cases, humans are doing horrible 
things to one another.  Although war may be necessary at times to suppress evil, that doesn’t 
change the truth that it is horrible for those who experience it.   
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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

Carefully read the about the relationship  
between historical truth and the Bible.   

Truth and the Bible 

We live in a world where truth is increasingly becoming relative, meaning truth is whatever you 
want it to be.  However, the Bible and natural law confirm that there are indeed definite truths.  As 
previously discussed, truths can be derived from what we have studied in the course.   
 

Humans are capable of doing incredibly horrible things to one another.     
 
These different historical truths can be confirmed by the Bible.  For example, the above truth is 
reinforced by the Bible verse below:   
 

12 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this 

way death came to all people, because all sinned—  Romans 5:12 
 
The First World War was an incredibly brutal war.  This brutality is evident in the type of warfare 
used in various battles throughout the war. Although there are times when war is needed to sub-
due evil, war is horrible nonetheless. These horrible things occurred, ultimately, because there is 
sin in each one of us and therefore sin throughout the world.  We still witness sin today in many 
different forms.  Human inability to eradicate sin confirms that this world needs a Saviour.   

Read the instructions listed below  
and complete each of the tasks.   

Your Task 

History is much more than just facts and interesting stories; there is a much deeper meaning 
when we analyze the many themes and truths revealed from studying history.  For each unit com-
plete the following tasks:   
 
1. Create a statement for each activity package that summarizes the main themes within the 

package.  There should be three main themes for each package.  
2. For each unit create a truth statement that you learned from studying the unit material.  This 

truth statement should be supported by a story or verse from the Bible and must be applicable 
to both the unit and our world today.   

 
Use the following pages to organize your statements on themes and truths.   
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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

World War One 

Activity Package Main Themes:  

The Steps to War 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canada and the 
Home Front 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Life in the  
Trenches 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canadian Battles 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

The Changes of 
1917 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

The Final Events 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   
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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

 Unit Truth 

What is an     
enduring truth 
from the unit?  

 

Example from 
the unit?  

 

Supporting    
Bible verse or 

story?  

 

The 1920s and 1930s 

Activity Package Main Themes:  

From War to 
Peace 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canada as a  
Nation 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Entertainment 
During the 1920s 

and 1930s 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

A Time of  
Hardship 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   
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C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

 Unit Truth 

What is an     
enduring truth 
from the unit?  

 

Example from 
the unit?  

 

Supporting    
Bible verse or 

story?  

 

World War Two 

Activity Package Main Themes:  

The Rise of Hitler 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

The Road to War 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canada and 
World War Two 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

From D-Day to 
Victory 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   
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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

 Unit Truth 

What is an     
enduring truth 
from the unit?  

 

Example from 
the unit?  

 

Supporting    
Bible verse or 

story?  

 

Germans Against 
Germans 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

The Holocaust 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Post-War Canada 

Activity Package Main Themes:  

The World After 
the War 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canada During 
the 1950s and 

1960s 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   
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C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

 Unit Truth 

What is an     
enduring truth 
from the unit?  

 

Example from 
the unit?  

 

Supporting    
Bible verse or 

story?  

 

Years of Change 

Activity Package Main Themes:  

French-English 
Relations 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canadian Identity 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

1980s in the News 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

Canadian  
Peacekeeping 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   
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C O U R S E  T H E M E S  A N D  T R U T H S  

C A N A D I A N  H I S T O R Y  

Towards the  
New Millennium 

This was a time of… 
 

1.    
 
2.   
 
3.   

 Unit Truth 

What is an     
enduring truth 
from the unit?  

 

Example from 
the unit?  

 

Supporting    
Bible verse or 

story?  

 


